Acute abdomen: an atypical presentation of pubic osteomyelitis.
A 67-year-old woman was admitted with diffuse lower abdominal and suprapubic pain, with diastasis of the pubic symphysis. She developed an acute abdomen necessitating an exploratory laparotomy. During laparotomy, the pubic lesion was explored, and histology confirmed the diagnosis of pubic osteomyelitis and the presence of Staphylococcus aureus. The patient recovered fully with a four-week course of antibiotic therapy. This case confirms the protean presentation of pubic osteomyelitis, alerting physicians of the necessity to institute prompt treatment is such cases.